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Taking the stress out of
moving to France

eople and Baby is an internationally
focused brand of hi-lingual nurseries,
catering particularly to families new
+o France. Riviera Insider spoke with Aurelie
Jean, Director of Operations for the Alpes-

Maritimes about how her company is hel-
ping families settle in the area.

“Its difficult for new families here,” ex-
plains Aurelie. “When you don’t speak
French, it's difficult to settle, it's difficult to
ask questions, it's difficult to assimilate.”
People & Baby takes the worry out of child-
care and provides a safe, loving environ-
ment.

The chain of nurseries offers not only bi-lin-
gual child care in French and English, but
most importantly, all information for the
parents is in English, from documents to
child-related procedures and medical re-
guirements in France. “The French system
is not easy to navigate,” she says. “We
make sure all our information and commu-
nications are in English.”

The Sophia-Antipolis location is surrounded
by large multi-national companies, many of
which work with People & Baby. Aurelie ex-
plains that their main clientele is actually
the companies themselves, buying spots in
the nursery for their international em-
ployees. They subsidise the child-care so
that families don’t pay more than the cost
of a public nursery.

Companies like Toyota, Thales, Amadeus
and others need to be competitive to hire
the best candidates. Providing worry-free
childcare in English is a new concept, but
makes for an extremely attractive hiring
package. “Nothing has been done to sup-
port employee’s families before but com-

panies now know that not worrying about
childcare improves performance, employee
retention and lessons time off.”

People & Baby take in children from several
different nationalities, including Danish, Ja-
panese, and Italian - the common language
is English. The nursery’s bi-lingual environ-
ment ensures that children hear both En-
glish and French from the earliest ages.
“The most important thing in fluency is get-
ting the ear used to hearing the language.
It is the foundation of bi-lingual speaking
without an accent in either language.”
Keenly aware of the mix of cultures, they
ensure they celebrate fun things that keep
the children aware of cultural habits they
may not otherwise learn in a French nur-
sery.

Over and above the bi-lingual aspect and
the English services, People & Babyis a full-
service nursery taking children from as
young as 10 weeks and up to two years of
age. They serve organic food prepared on-
site and have a doctor who works with
them for all necessary things, from diet to
vaccination requirements.

There are 11 locations within the Alpes-Ma-
ritimes and the Var, with many more loca-
tions throughout France. Aurelie points out
that if families need to relocate within the
region or within France, their child’s spot
can easily be transferred to another loca-
tion. Yet another way they focus on taking
the stress out of child-care. h
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